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Y o u c a n a l l b e E c u m e n i c a l P a r t n e r s !
The Illinois Conference of  Churches voted to forge a new membership structure.  Previously, the governing bod-

ies of  denominations, located in Illinois were members – judicatories and they continue to be the foundation of  our 
organization.

But the ICC is broadening this structure. Going forward, individual persons, individual congregations or churches 
(regardless of  its judicatory being a member) and organizations, can become ecumenical partners and attend Annual 
Assembly where they will have a voice at the table.  Voting is done by consensus and will continue to be the responsi-
bility of  the judicatory leaders and delegates.

All members and ecumenical partners must agree with the Mission Statement of  the ICC:
“The Illinois Conference of  Churches seeks to be an inclusive community of  churches that celebrates and makes visible our 

sacred bonds of  unity in Christ.  We will do this by: Promoting an honest sharing and understanding of  both our common and 
divergent theological convictions; and Making public, prophetic witness to Christ’s love for all people, particularly by addressing 
poverty and racism. To these ends the members of  the Illinois Conference of  Churches proclaim our common faith in Jesus Christ.  
In word and deed, we give expression to Ephesians 4:5 – there is “…one Lord, one faith, one baptism…” – as we unite in coop-
erative ministries.”

To become an ecumenical partner please fill out and submit the form on the website under “news”electronically, or 
download and print the form to mail. By submitting or mailing this form you attest that you agree with the mission 
statement.  Thank you for your generous support of  the ICC.

C o m p l i m e n t s . . . . a n d t h a n k y o u s !
 During a recent conference call of  Illinois Christians Encountering Racism (ICER) the team had a discus-
sion on compliments. Do you give them? Do you receive them? If  you receive 
them how do they make you feel? The group set as a goal to give more com-
pliments in their daily lives. I think this could also include thank yous. Since 
we reach a wide percentage of  Christians in Illinois, if  we all took this on as 
a goal, we could spread a lot of  positve feelings in the state. Be sincere. Be 
genuine. But increase the number of  times a day you give a compliment or 
a thank you. And if  you receive one, receive it humbly and graciusly - don’t 
deflect it. Maybe next issue we will have some stories about how this opened 
you to more of  God’s grace - what a glorious experience! The ICC gave out 
these butterfly cards at Annual Assembly to remind everyone to have hope!

P l e a s e f o r w a r d o u r n e w s l e t t e r a n d s h a r e a l i n k t o o u r w e b s i t e o n y o u r s
 Some exciting and positive progress has happened with the ICC in recent months due to clergy reading our 
newsletter. Pastors have felt called to join teams, committees and task forces that speak to their passion. Churches 
have asked to share resources. Congregations have reached across the street to work together as brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 
 This all happens because judicatory leaders share our newsletter (four issues/year) with their pastors and con-
gregations. Thank you! If  you are not already doing this, please remember to forward our newsletter on. 
 On a related note, please consider putting a link to our website on yours. We’re all in this together! Thank you. 
www.illinoisconferenceofchurches.org
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Bishop John Franklin White, African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 4th Episcopal District, will 
deliver the message during morning worship. 

Questions? Contact Laurie Vial, 
Executive Director, at l a u r i e @ i l l i n o i s c o n f e r e n c e o f c h u r c h e s . o r g
or at the phone number below.
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S a v e t h e d a t e !



I C C u n v e i l s “ O n e V o i c e ” c o n c e r t s
 As announced in our previous issue, the Illinois Conference of  Churches will embrace fund-
raising in addition to donations to fund its valuable work in Illinois. The ICC operates on an annual 
budget of  $47,000. After this year’s Annual Assembly we 
will publish our 2019 budget in each newsletter as the 
back page in our continuing effort to be transparent. 
 Our fund raising will revolve around music. We 
will be holding One Voice ecumenical concerts all over 
the state. Pastor Joel Jackle-Hugh of  United in Faith 
Church, Pana, and their choir director Whitney Hill have 
generously volunteered to host our first concert on April 
7. We have conversations going in Peoria and other cities 
in Illinois. 
 The basic format for these concerts, which will in-
clude Christian music of  all genres, plus some solos and 
congregational singing, will be a choir director from any 
church in the community and a church volunteering its 
sanctuary. The ICC will pay a stipend to the choir direc-
tor, organist/pianist and sound board system operator. A free will offering will be taken with pro-
ceeds going to the ICC. Some concerts will also include special instruments such as brass or drums.
 Music has always been an important part of  ecumenism. Singing at our Annual Assembly 
worship service is always a beautiful blending of  voices praising God amongst pastors and lay 
people of  many diverse Christian backgrounds. 
 Please watch future newsletters for announcements of  dates of  upcoming One Voice con-
certs. We hope you will consider hosting a concert in 2019. If  a concert is held in your area please 
promote it to potential choir members and get the word out to attend. Contact Laurie for more 
information.L i t t l e F r e e P a n t r y
 Are you aware of  the Little Free Library concept in your area? The ICC is interested in 
learning  more about the Little Free Pantry movement. http://www.littlefreepantry.org/
 If  your church has jumped on this bandwagon let us know. Send us a photo of  your pantry 
and some anecdotes. Watch this newsletter for udpates throughout the year. 
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J u d i c a t o r y v i s i t s a n d m a j o rm e e t i n g s
Laurie Vial, executive director of  the Il-

linois Conference of  Churches, is traveling 
around the state and meeting individually with 
all Judicatory executives.  

Another of  Laurie’s goals is to attend the 
major meetings of  each denomination and where pos-
sible have an information table in the exhibition space. 
Please  help out the ICC by communicating about your 
major meetings and forwarding registration forms for e x h i b i t i o n s p a c e . S h e c o u l d a l s o a d d r e s s t h e s e g a t h e r Üi n g s a n d b r i n g a b r i e f g r e e t i n g f r o m t h e I C C .W o u l d y o u l i k e t o j o i n a n I C CT e a m ?T e a m m e m b e r s n e e d e d
 The ICC operates with five teams: Leader-
ship, Public Policy, Annual Assembly Forum (planning 
the Forum) Illinois Christians Encountering Racism 
(ICER) (anti-racism) and Interreligious (a newer team 
trying to deepen our relationship with other faiths). 
Our Interreligous Team is seeking new members,  par-
ticularly those of  other faiths. And the other teams are 
also accepting new members. These teams meet mostly 
by conference call and only a few times a year. If  the 
mission of  any of  these teams speaks to your heart 
please contact Laurie at laurie@illinoisconferenceof-
churches.org for more information. G r a n t s

Now that the Illinois Conference of  Churches will 
be seeking grants to supplement denomination dona-
tions in our working budget, we need you to be our 
eyes and ears. If  you hear of  appropriate grant op-
portunities from foundations or your own denomina-
tion, please notify the executive director. Thank you 
for helping in this way. I s t h e r e a w a y f o r J u d i c a t o r i e st o s h a r e m o r e r e s o u r c e s s u c h a st r a i n i n g s e s s i o n s ?

 

     The Christian Church Disciples of  Christ has 

led the charge by opening their annual anti-racism 

training to anyone in our 13 member deonomina-

tions. Everyone is watching their budget including 

travel budget and trying to be good stewards of  

the environment by not driving as much. If  your 

denomination has a training session, a special speak-

er, an event, a workshop or any other “happening” 

that you would like to open to your fellow 

ICC members, please let us know. We will 

promote these events on our website and 

in our newsletter. Our Leadership Team 

would really like to grow this opportunity 

for more ecumenical encounters. And we’ll 

all meet more brothers and sisters in Christ 

and have more networking opportunities. 
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L i k e u s o n F a c e b o o k !
Keep up with 
the Illinois 
Conference of 
Churches and 
be prepared to 
have a little 
fun along the 
way. 
www.facebook.

com/pages/Illinois-Confer-
ence-of-ChurchesI w o u l d c o n c l u d e b y s a y i n g t h a t e v e n i f U S p o l i c y i st o c u t b a c k o n i m m i g r a t i o n , w h i c h I o p p o s e , o u r n a Üt i o n s h o u l d n o t i g n o r e v i o l a t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s r i g h t s i na n y c o u n t r y . T h i s i n c l u d e s p e r s e c u t i o n o f M u s l i m s b yH i n d u s , M u s l i m s b y B u d d h i s t s o r a n y o t h e r r e l i g i o u sp e r s e c u t i o n . M a n y c o u n t r i e s t h a t t o l e r a t e p e r s e c u t i o no f C h r i s t i a n s a r e g e n e r a l l y t h o u g h t t o b e a l l i e s o f t h eU S , o r a t l e a s t h a v i n g a d e t e n t e w i t h A m e r i c a . S i m p l ym a k i n g p u b l i c t h e d i r t y l i t t l e s t o r y o f p e r s e c u t i o n w o u l dc h e e r o u r f e l l o w C h r i s t i a n s w h o t h i n k w e h a v e a b a n Üd o n e d t h e m .A r t i c l e i n R e l i g i o u s N e w s S e r v i c e o n c o u n t r i e s t h a tp e r s e c u t e C h r i s t i a n s :h t t p s : / / r e l i g i o n n e w s . c o m / 2 0 1 8 / 1 0 / 1 8 / a s Ü r e f u g e e Ü a d m i s Üs i o n s Ü d r o p Ü f e w e r Ü p e r s e c u t e d Ü c h r i s t i a n s Ü a d m i t t e d Ü t o Ü u s Üw o r l d Ü r e l i e f /A r t i c l e i n C h r i s t i a n i t y T o d a y o n d r a m a t i c c u t b a c k i nr e f u g e e s i n t o t h e U Sh t t p s : / / w w w . c h r i s t i a n i t y t o d a y . c o m / n e w s / 2 0 1 8 / o c t o b e r /p e r s e c u t e d Ü c h r i s t i a n s Ü r e f u g e e s Ü e n t e r i n g Ü u s Ü h i t s Ü r e c o r d Ül o w Ü . h t m l
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T h e I l l i n o i s C o n f e r e n c e o f C h u r c h e s , a s t a t e C h r i s t i a n e c u m e n i c a l o r g a n i z a 9t i o n r e p r e s e n t i n g 1 3 d e n o m i n a t i o n , a f fi r m s t h e C o u n c i l o f R e l i g i o u s L e a d e r s o fM e t r o p o l i t a n C h i c a g o ’ s s t a t e m e n t i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e s h o o t i n g a t t h e T r e e o fL i f e S y n a g o g u e i n P i t t s b u r g h , P A o n O c t . 2 7 , 2 0 1 8 .A s t a t e m e n t b y T h e C o u n c i l o f R e l i g i o u s L e a d e r s o f M e t r o p o l i t a n C h i c a g oR e s p o n s e t o t h e S y n a g o g u e M a s s a c r e i n P i t t s b u r g h , P AT h e C o u n c i l o f R e l i g i o u s L e a d e r s o f M e t r o p o l i t a n C h i c a g o i s h o r r i fi e d b y t h e v i c i o u s a n t i lS e m i t i c m u r d e r s a t T r e e o f L i f e S y n a g o g u e i n P i t t s b u r g h . W e r e m e m b e r w i t h b i t t e r s o r lr o w t h e S h a b b a t m o r n i n g w o r s h i p e r s k i l l e d a n d i n j u r e d i n t h i s a t t a c k , a n d w e h o n o r t h ep o l i c e o f fi c e r s w h o w e r e w o u n d e d w h i l e c o m i n g t o t h e i r a i d . W e p r a y f o r c o m f o r t a n dh o p e f o r t h e f a m i l i e s a n d f r i e n d s o f t h o s e a f f e c t e d b y t h i s a c t o f h a t e .B u t w e a r e a l s o o u t r a g e d .s W e a r e o u t r a g e d b y t h e i n c r e a s i n g n o r m a l c y o f r a c i s t v i o l e n c e i n a s a c r e d s p a c e . T h ev i c t i m s a t T r e e o f L i f e j o i n t h e v i c t i m s a t t h e S i k h g u r d w a r a i n O a k C r e e k , W i s c o n s i n a n da t E m a n u e l A f r i c a n M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h i n C h a r l e s t o n , S o u t h C a r o l i n a .s W e a r e o u t r a g e d b y t h e f r e q u e n c y o f s u c h v i o l e n c e . T r e e o f L i f e i s t h e 2 9 4 t h m a s ss h o o t i n g i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h i s y e a r . A l m o s t 1 2 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e l l i n c l u d i n g 4 4 1 i n C h i c a g ol l h a v e d i e d f r o m g u n v i o l e n c e i n 2 0 1 8 .s A n d w e a r e o u t r a g e d b y t h e r e g u l a r i t y o f o u r r e a c t i o n s . A l l o f u s l l n e w s n e t w o r k s , fi r s tr e s p o n d e r s , p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s , a n d y e s , f a i t h l e a d e r s l l k n o w j u s t w h a t t o d o f o l l o w i n g am a s s s h o o t i n g . W e f o l l o w a s c r i p t , w e m o u r n t h e d e a d , a n d w e m o v e o n .B u t w e a r e p a s t t h e t i m e f o r m o u r n i n g w i t h o u t m e a n i n g f u l r e s p o n s e .P l a c i n g a r m e d g u a r d s i n A m e r i c a ’ s m o r e t h a n 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 r e l i g i o u s c o n g r e g a t i o n s i s n o tt h e a n s w e r . C h u r c h e s , t e m p l e s , m o s q u e s , a n d s y n a g o g u e s a l r e a d y h a v e t a k e n s t e p s t o“ h a r d e n ” t h e i r s e c u r i t y , a n d t h e i n j u r i e s t o p o l i c e o f fi c e r s i n P i t t s b u r g h s h o w t h a t e v e nt r a i n e d r e s p o n d e r s a r e a t r i s k . T h i s s t r a t e g y m i s t a k e s t h e e f f e c t s o f g u n v i o l e n c e f o r i t sm e a n s a n d s o u r c e s .W e n e e d a d i f f e r e n t p a t h .( 1 ) W e c a l l o n t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d l e a d e r s a t e v e r y l e v e l o f o u r s o c i e t yt o r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e i r w o r d s m a t t e r . P i t t s b u r g h r e m i n d s u s t h a t t h e r h e t o r i c o f v i o l e n c eb e g e t s v i o l e n c e . E v e r y o n e h a s t h e m o r a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r w h a t t h e y s a y .( 2 ) F o r o u r p a r t , w e w i l l c o n v e n e m e e t i n g s i n c o n g r e g a t i o n s a c r o s s t h i s r e g i o n o n w a y st o r e d u c e t h e p o t e n t i a l , f r e q u e n c y , a n d l e t h a l i t y o f g u n v i o l e n c e . W e w e l c o m e p e o p l ef r o m a c r o s s t h e p o l i t i c a l s p e c t r u m . O u r o n l y c o n d i t i o n i s t h a t p a r t i c i p a n t s s h a r e a c o m lm i t m e n t t o s t r a t e g i e s a n d o u t c o m e s t h a t r e d u c e g u n l r e l a t e d d e a t h s a n d i n j u r i e s .I n e v e r y r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n , h u m a n l i f e i s s a c r e d . O u r d e m o c r a c y i s d i v e r s e , b o i s t e r o u s ,a n d v e r y c o n t e n t i o u s , b u t w e c a n n o t e x p r e s s o u r d i f f e r e n c e s t h r o u g h v i o l e n c e i f w e e x lp e c t t o l o n g e n d u r e . L e t u s h o n o r t h e d e a d b y h a v i n g t h e c o u r a g e t o l i v e w i t h o u r d i f lf e r e n c e s a n d t o r e a l i z e t h e v i s i o n o f A m e r i c a ’ s f o u n d e r s , e p l u r i b u s u n u m , “ o u t o f m a n y ,o n e . ”( O c t . 2 9 , 2 0 1 8 )
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I l l i n o i s C o n f e r e n c e o f C h u r c h e s A n n u a l A s s e m b l y s e r m o n s h a r e dE x o d u s 1 5 : 1 ¤ 2 1 ; P s a l m 1 1 8 : 5 ¤ 2 4 ; R o m a n s 8 : 1 2 ¤ 2 7 ; M a r k 5 : 2 1 ¤ 4 3A n o t h e r W a yb y R e v . K e v i n K e s s l e rG r e e t i n g s t o y o u a l l o n b e h a l f o f t h e I l l i n o i s / W i s c o n s i n D i s t r i c t o f t h e C h u r c h o f t h e B r e t h r e n . A n d t h a n k y o u f o rt h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o s h a r e a f e w t h o u g h t s w i t h y o u t h i s m o r n i n g .I n w a y o f i n t r o d u c t i o n , I a m K e v i n K e s s l e r . I s e r v e a s t h e D i s t r i c t E x e c u t i v e f o r t h e I l l i n o i s / W i s c o n s i n D i s t r i c t o ft h e C h u r c h o f t h e B r e t h r e n . I a l s o s e r v e a s t h e p a s t o r o f t h e C a n t o n , I L , c o n g r e g a t i o n o f t h e C h u r c h o f t h e B r e t h ¤r e n . I h a v e a l s o s e r v e d o n t h e I l l i n o i s C o n f e r e n c e o f C h u r c h e s L e a d e r s h i p T e a m , 2 o r 3 y e a r s a s c o ¤ c h a i r .E n o u g h a b o u t m e . I v a l u e t h i s e c u m e n i c a l b o d y , o r t o s a y i t b e t t e r , I v a l u e t h e e c u m e n i c i t y o f t h e c h u r c h , o f t h eb o d y o f C h r i s t . W e a l l b r i n g o u r u n i q u e p e r s p e c t i v e s . A n d w h i l e w e h o l d t i g h t l y t o o u r v a r i o u s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s , w ec o m e t o g e t h e r a c k n o w l e d g i n g t h a t w e c a n l e a r n f r o m o n e a n o t h e r , a n d w i t h o n e a n o t h e r . I n o u r g a t h e r i n g a n d s h a r ¤i n g , w e b e a r w i t n e s s t o … T h e W a y … t h e w a y w h i c h c a l l s u s t o l o v e o n e a n o t h e r , t o h o l d e a c h o t h e r i n r e s p e c t , t ov a l u e t h e d i g n i t y o f a l l . W e d o s o d e s p i t e o u r v a r i e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g s a n d p r a c t i c e s .A s w e m o d e l t h i s w a y o f l o v e , r e s p e c t , a n d d i g n i t y , h o p e f u l l y i t i s a t t r a c t i v e t o t h e w o r l d w e l i v e i n t o d a y . H o p e ¤f u l l y , t h e a t t r a c t i o n h e l p s i n b r i n g i n g c h a n g e t o o u r w o r l d t h a t t o o o f t e n c o n s e n t s t o a n d a c c e p t s g r a t i fi c a t i o n f r o mb e i n g r i g h t a n d s e t t i n g t h e o t h e r s t r a i g h t .T h i s a t t i t u d e o f b e i n g r i g h t a n d t h e o t h e r w r o n g s e e m s t o b e m o r e p r e v a l e n t t o d a y t h a n e v e r b e f o r e .S e v e r a l w e e k s a g o I m a d e a v i s i t t o a c o n g r e g a t i o n i n o u r d i s t r i c t . I h a d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o e n t e r i n t o c o n v e r s a t i o nw i t h o n e o f t h e m e m b e r s , a p e r s o n a b o u t 2 5 y e a r s m y s e n i o r . W e t a l k e d a b o u t t h e d i v i s i o n t h a t i s s o u b i q u i t o u s i no u r s o c i e t y . K n o w i n g h i s l i f e e x p e r i e n c e e x c e e d e d m i n e , I a s k e d h i m , “ D o y o u s e n s e t h a t d i v i s i o n a n d t h i s p a t ¤t e r n o f b e i n g r i g h t a n d t h e o t h e r w r o n g i s g r e a t e r t o d a y t h a n a t o t h e r t i m e s i n h i s t o r y ? ” I h a d f u l l y e x p e c t e d h i m t or e s p o n d q u i c k l y . I n s t e a d , h e p a u s e d f o r a m o m e n t , p o n d e r i n g a n a n s w e r , a n d t h e n s a i d , “ Y o u k n o w , m y p a r e n t st a l k e d a b o u t t h e d i f fi c u l t i e s w i t h c o m m u n i c a t i o n i n t h e i r t i m e , t o o . ” H e a d d e d , “ E a c h g e n e r a t i o n i s a f f e c t e d . B u t ,y e s , i t d o e s s e e m t h a t I ’ v e e x p e r i e n c e d t h e i s s u e s w e f a c e w o r s e n i n g .I r e a l i z e d a t t h a t m o m e n t t h a t m a y b e I w a s a s k i n g t h e w r o n g q u e s t i o n , o r a t l e a s t a n i n a d e q u a t e q u e s t i o n . S h o u l dI h a v e a s k e d a b o u t c o n d i t i o n s o f o u r t i m e w o r s e n i n g , o r w o u l d i t h a v e b e e n b e t t e r t o a s k , w h a t i s t h e c a u s e o f s om u c h o f o u r d i f fi c u l t y i n r e l a t i n g r e s p e c t f u l l y t o e a c h o t h e r ? W h a t c a n w e d o t o m a k e a d i f f e r e n c e ? W h a t a m I ,w h a t a r e w e , m i s s i n g w i t h r e g a r d s t o t h e p r o b l e m s o f p u b l i c d i s c o u r s e a n d d i v i s i o n a m o n g u s , a t a n y a n d a l l t i m e s ?I ’ v e g i v e n c o n s i d e r a b l e t h o u g h t t o t h e s e q u e s t i o n s . B u t I ’ l l b e t r a n s p a r e n t . I t w a s w h e n I a c c e p t e d t h e i n v i t a t i o nt o s p e a k t o d a y t h a t I b e g a n p a y i n g m o r e a t t e n t i o n ; p o n d e r i n g m o r e d e e p l y t h e n u a n c e s o f o u r p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n ;w h a t c a n b e d o n e ; w h a t i s a t s t a k e ; w h a t a r e a r e a s o f c o n c e r n ; w h a t a m I m i s s i n g ?I r e a d a n d r e ¤ r e a d t h e s c r i p t u r e t e x t s t h a t h a v e b e e n s h a r e d d u r i n g o u r w o r s h i p t h i s m o r n i n g , a n d t h i n k i n g a b o u tt h e c o n n e c t i o n s t o t h e t o p i c o f d i v i s i o n . I f o u n d a g r e a t b o o k e n t i t l e d T h e R i g h t e o u s M i n d b y J o n a t h a n H a i d t ,w h i c h o f f e r s a s o m e w h a t s c i e n t i fi c a p p r o a c h t o t h e i s s u e s w e f a c e . I r e c o m m e n d t h e b o o k . I r e a d a n o t h e r b o o k b yb r o t h e r s C h i p H e a t h a n d D a n H e a t h e n t i t l e d S w i t c h f o l l o w i n g s o m e o f t h e p r e m i s e o f H a i d t ’ s b o o k . I r e a d M a r t i nL u t h e r K i n g , J r . s e r m o n s , a n d f o u n d p l e n t y o f g o o d a n d h e l p f u l w i s d o m w i t h i n D r . K i n g ’ s m e s s a g e s .B u t i t w a s a f t e r r e a d i n g a c h a p t e r i n a b o o k w e a r e u s i n g f o r a s t u d y i n o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n , t h e M o c k i n g b i r dP a r a b l e s b y M a t t L i t t o n , t h a t s o m e t h i n g c l i c k e d . I b e g a n t o c o n n e c t t h e d o t s b e t w e e n t h e s c r i p t u r e r e f e r e n c e s , m yC h u r c h o f t h e B r e t h r e n h e r i t a g e , a n d a k e y c o n c e p t f r o m t h e b o o k . K i n d o f a n a h a ! m o m e n t .L i t t o n u s e s a q u o t e f r o m T o n i M o r r i s o n a t t h e b e g i n n i n g t h e c h a p t e r i n t h e b o o k e n t i t l e d T h e P a r a b l e o f t h e L a s tW o r d : C o m m u n i c a t i n g t o B u i l d C o m m u n i t y .M o r r i s o n u p o n h e r a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e N o b e l P r i z e f o r L i t e r a t u r e i n 1 9 9 3 s a i d : ( q u o t e ) O p p r e s s i v e l a n g u a g e d o e sm o r e t h a n r e p r e s e n t v i o l e n c e , i t i s v i o l e n c e ; d o e s m o r e t h a n r e p r e s e n t t h e l i m i t s o f k n o w l e d g e ; i t l i m i t s k n o w l e d g e .( e n d q u o t e )O p p r e s s i v e l a n g u a g e i s v i o l e n c e . T h i s i s n o t a n e w c o n c e p t o r o n e t h a t I a m u n f a m i l i a r w i t h , b u t t o r e a d i t i n t h ec o n t e x t o f M o r r i s o n ’ s s t a t e m e n t w a s t h e a h a m o m e n t . T h a t ’ s i t . A h e l p f u l w a y o f e f f e c t i n g c h a n g e i s t o r a i s e a w a r e ¤n e s s a b o u t t h e w o r d s t h a t w e u s e . T o r a i s e a w a r e n e s s t h a t s o m e w o r d s w e u s e e n d o r s e v i o l e n c e .
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L i t t o n , i n h i s b o o k s u g g e s t s , t h a t a s h u m a n i t y , w e t a k e p r i d e i n o u r a g g r e s s i v e n e s s , a n d t h a t i t i s e v i d e n t i n o u rl a n g u a g e . W e c a n f e e l s m u g w h e n o u r w o r l d v i e w i s u p h e l d a n d w e p u t o u r o p p o n e n t i n h i s p l a c e .H e a d l i n e s a r e n o t o r i o u s f o r d o i n g t h i s . S o m e o f t h e m m a k e m e c r i n g e , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n t h e y i n c l u d e w o r d s s u c ha s s l a m m e d , r o a s t s , b l a s t e d , o b l i t e r a t e s , d e s t r o y s , c r u s h e s , c l o b b e r s , c o n q u e r s . I t ’ s d i f fi c u l t e n o u g h t o s e e t h e s eh e a d l i n e s i n n e w s p a p e r s , o r o n t h e i n t e r n e t . B u t I ’ m e s p e c i a l l y d i s t u r b e d s e e i n g t h e m i n F a c e b o o k n e w s f e e d s ,w h e n p o s t e d b y p e r s o n s w h o p r o f e s s t o b e p e a c e � l o v i n g c i t i z e n s o f G o d ’ s k i n g d o m .W e m a y n o t t h i n k a b o u t t h e w o r d s w e u s e o r p o s t o n s o c i a l m e d i a , b u t h o w q u i c k l y w o r d s , i f u s e d v i o l e n t l y , c a nh a v e a n e g a t i v e i m p a c t .L i t t o n s a y s , “ o n e t e r s e l i n e c a n e m p t y o u t a g o o d m e a s u r e o f r e l a t i o n a l t r u s t . ”S a d l y , f r o m p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e , I k n o w t h e t r u t h o f L i t t o n ’ s s t a t e m e n t .S e v e r a l y e a r s a g o I h a d t h e p r i v i l e g e o f e n g a g i n g t h e y o u t h g r o u p i n o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n . W e w e r e e n j o y i n g p i z z aw h i l e a t t h e s a m e t i m e t r y i n g t o h a v e c o n v e r s a t i o n , w h i c h w a s n ’ t g o i n g w e l l . R a t h e r t h a n h a v i n g a g r o u p d i s c u s �s i o n , a s p l a n n e d , t h e k i d s w e r e t a l k i n g a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s . T h e d i n o f v o i c e s w a s c h a o t i c , d i m i n i s h i n g t h e e f f e c t i v e �n e s s o f o u r t i m e t o g e t h e r . I f e l t l i k e I n e e d e d t o b r i n g o r d e r t o t h e g a t h e r i n g , s o , i n h a s t e , w i t h o u t g i v i n g t h o u g h t t ot h e c o n s e q u e n c e s , I s h o u t e d , “ Q u i e t ! ”A h e a d l i n e d e s c r i b i n g t h a t e x p e r i e n c e m i g h t h a v e r e a d : P a s t o r Q u i e t s Y o u t h G r o u p .T h e w a y i n w h i c h I b r o u g h t o r d e r t o t h e g r o u p w a s a v i o l a t i o n o f t h e i r t r u s t .I t w a s a s i d e o f m e t h e y h a d n o t w i t n e s s e d b e f o r e . M y r e a c t i o n t o t h e c a c o p h o n y o f v o i c e s w a s a m e a n s o f v i o �l e n c e , n o t p h y s i c a l l y , b u t c e r t a i n l y v e r b a l l y . E v e n u p o n a p o l o g i z i n g I w a s u n a b l e t o e s t a b l i s h t h e l e v e l o f t r u s t t h a th a d b e e n e n j o y e d b e f o r e . A l t h o u g h , n o t s t a t e d , t h e y o u t h w e r e l i k e l y w o n d e r i n g , w h e n w i l l h e s h o u t a t u s a g a i n ?A n d i f h e d o e s , w h a t c a n w e d o t o p r o t e c t o u r s e l v e s ? W h a t c a n w e d o t o p r o v e h e i s w r o n g a n d w e a r e r i g h t ?V i o l e n c e i n t h e w a y w e s p e a k t o e a c h o t h e r d i m i n i s h e s , p o s s i b l y e l i m i n a t e s t r u s t . I t f o s t e r s f e a r . A n d i t s e e k sr e t a l i a t i o n .T h i s c y c l e o f l o s t t r u s t , i n c r e a s e d f e a r , a n d s e e k i n g r e t a l i a t i o n i s t h e d i l e m m a t h a t h a s h o u n d e d h u m a n k i n d f o rm i l l e n n i a a n d i t c o n t i n u e s t o d a y .B e c a u s e o f t h i s o n g o i n g v i o l e n c e , h o w , t h e n , c a n w e e x p e c t a n y t h i n g b e t t e r t h a n t h e d i v i s i o n w h i c h h a u n t s u s ?( P a u s e f o r e f f e c t )T h e s c r i p t u r e s w e ’ v e h e a r d t h i s m o r n i n g p r o v i d e a r e s p o n s e .S c r i p t u r e , i n m y v i e w , d o e s n o t p r o v i d e a n s w e r s t o o u r p r o b l e m s , b u t r a t h e r s e r v e s a s a g u i d e , o f f e r i n g u s a n o t h e rw a y o f m o v i n g f o r w a r d .T h e 6 t h v e r s e o f E x o d u s 1 5 s u m s u p t h i s o t h e r w a y : Y o u r r i g h t h a n d , O L o r d , g l o r i o u s i n p o w e r — y o u r r i g h th a n d , O L o r d , s h a t t e r e d t h e e n e m y .I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o k e e p t h i s v e r s e i n c o n t e x t . T h e I s r a e l i t e s a r e e s c a p i n g f r o m t h e i r e n e m y , t h e E g y p t i a n s , a n dt h e y h a v e c r o s s e d t h e s e a o n d r y l a n d . A s t h e e n e m y p u r s u e s t h e m , G o d , a c c o r d i n g t o t h i s t e x t , a l l o w s t h e p a r t e ds e a t o m e r g e a n d d r o w n t h e E q y p t i a n s . I s t h i s t h e w a y i t h a p p e n e d o r a n c i e n t h y p e r b o l e ? T o a n s w e r t h a t q u e s t i o n i sa w h o l e o t h e r s e r m o n o r l e c t u r e .T h e p o i n t o f v e r s e 6 , i n m y v i e w , i s t h i s : i t i s n o t o u r s t a t i o n , n o r s h o u l d i t b e , t o p u t o u r e n e m i e s i n t h e i r p l a c e .I t i s G o d w h o w i l l d o t h a t f o r u s .Y e t , G o d d o e s s o w i t h o u t r e t a l i a t i o n a n d h a t e , b u t r a t h e r w i t h g r a c e a n d l o v e . G r a n t e d , w e h a v e t o w o r k a l i t t l eh a r d e r t o a r r i v e a t t h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g i n t h i s E x o d u s t e x t . B u t t h e o t h e r t e x t s o f f e r h e l p f u l i n s i g h t . F r o m t h e P s a l m s ,t h e P s a l m i s t p r o c l a i m s , t h e L o r d d i d n o t g i v e m e o v e r t o d e a t h . T h e L o r d h a s b e c o m e m y s a l v a t i o n . T h e P s a l m i s tp r o c l a i m s t h a t G o d i s i n t h e b u s i n e s s o f l o v i n g a n d c a r i n g f o r a n d i n v i t i n g p e o p l e i n t o a g o o d p l a c e . T h e P s a l m i s ts a y s : T h i s i s t h e L o r d ’ s d o i n g ; i t i s m a r v e l o u s i n o u r e y e s .P a u l , i n R o m a n s , t a l k s a b o u t f e a r a s t h e e n e m y . G o d , t h r o u g h t h e S p i r i t , l i f t s u s f r o m t h e d r e a d o f t h a t e n e m y .T h e i m p l i c a t i o n i s t h a t G o d d o e s n o t r e t a l i a t e a g a i n s t t h e e n e m y , b u t r a t h e r l o v e s u s b o l d l y t o b r i n g u s o u t o f o u re n s l a v e m e n t t o t h a t o p p r e s s o r .A n d t h e n w e c o m e t o t h e h e a l i n g n a r r a t i v e s i n M a r k . T h e e n e m i e s w e e n c o u n t e r i n t h e s e n a r r a t i v e s a r e i l l n e s s ,l o n g � t i m e d i s e a s e , d e a t h . J e s u s d o e s n ’ t r a i l a g a i n s t t h e s e e n e m i e s . J e s u s d o e s n ’ t r e t a l i a t e . J e s u s d o e s n ’ t p r o v i d ev a r i o u s m e t h o d s o f o v e r c o m i n g t h e e n e m y . R a t h e r , h e l o v e s t h e p e o p l e b a c k t o h e a l t h , t o l i f e .
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O h , y e s , G o d s h a t t e r s t h e e n e m y , n o t b y h a t r e d a n d r e t a l i a t i o n , b u t w i t h g r a c e , a n d j u s t i c e , a n d m e r c y , a n d c o m =p a s s i o n , a n d l o v e . G o d s h o w s u s a w a y o t h e r t h a n v i o l e n c e .S o i n o u r d i v i d e d w o r l d , w h e r e h u m a n i t y u s e s t h e v i o l e n c e o f l a n g u a g e a n d w o r d s a s a m e a n s o f w i n n i n g , o f p u t =t i n g a n o t h e r i n t h e i r p l a c e , w e , t h e c h u r c h , t h e b o d y o f C h r i s t , i n a l l i t s e c u m e n i c a l b e a u t y a n d c a p a c i t y , c a n f o l l o wt h e e x a m p l e o f G o d , t h r o u g h C h r i s t , a n d t h e S p i r i t , a n d o f f e r a n o t h e r w a y .I l i k e t o fi n d e v i d e n c e o f t h i s o t h e r w a y o f l i v i n g ; s t o r i e s t h a t c a n b e t o l d w h i c h p o r t r a y t h e s h a t t e r i n g o f o u r e n =e m i e s , n o t b y f o r c e o r v i o l e n c e , b u t w i t h c o m p a s s i o n a n d l o v e .O n e o f t h e s e s t o r i e s i n v o l v e s t h e l a t e S e n a t o r , J o h n M c C a i n . M c C a i n d i d n ’ t a l w a y s g e t i t r i g h t w h i l e w o r k i n gi n t h e p o l i t i c a l a r e n a t h a t i s s o h e a v i l y d i v i d e d . B u t t h e r e m o m e n t s w h e n w e d i d . O n e o f t h o s e m o m e n t s i s w h e nS e n a t o r M c C a i n w a s o n t h e c a m p a i g n t r a i l , a d d r e s s i n g a n a u d i e n c e a t a r a l l y , w h e n o p p o r t u n i t y w a s g i v e n f o r t h o s ei n a t t e n d a n c e t o a s k q u e s t i o n s . A w o m a n w a s g i v e n t h e m i c a n d b e g a n t o s h a r e c o n c e r n s , e n d i n g h e r c o m m e n t s b yr e f e r r i n g t o t h e n S e n a t o r O b a m a a s a n A r a b .M c C a i n c o u l d h a v e g o n e a l o n g w i t h t h a t e r r o n e o u s l i n e o f t h i n k i n g , b u t i n s t e a d h e o p t e d t o r e s p o n d i n a n o t h e rw a y . H e p o l i t e l y a n d g e n t l y , s h o o k h i s h e a d a n d s a i d , “ N o , n o , h e i s n o t . H e i s a d e c e n t f a m i l y m a n , c i t i z e n , t h a t Ij u s t h a p p e n t o h a v e d i s a g r e e m e n t s w i t h o n f u n d a m e n t a l i s s u e s . ”I i m a g i n e a h e a d l i n e a b o u t t h i s e n c o u n t e r c o u l d h a v e r e a d : M c C a i n C r u s h e s W o m a n w i t h E r r o n e o u s P e r c e p t i o no f B a r a c k O b a m a . I d o n ’ t s e e i t t h a t w a y a t a l l . R a t h e r I t h i n k t h e b e t t e r h e a d l i n e w o u l d b e : M c C a i n E m b r a c e s t h eV a l u e a n d D i g n i t y o f H i s O p p o n e n t . S u c h a h e a d l i n e w o u l d n o t fl y p o l i t i c a l l y , b u t i t w o u l d p r o v i d e a r e a l i t y c h e c k ,a n d o f f e r a r a y o f h o p e .A m o r e p e r s o n a l e x a m p l e o f s h a t t e r i n g e n e m i e s w i t h l o v e r a t h e r t h a n v i o l e n c e h a p p e n e d a f e w y e a r s a g o a s Iw a s v i s i t i n g a c o n g r e g a t i o n i n o u r d i s t r i c t . O u r d i s t r i c t a t t h e t i m e w a s g o i n g t h r o u g h a d i f fi c u l t t i m e b e c a u s e o fd i s a g r e e m e n t a b o u t m a t t e r s o f h u m a n s e x u a l i t y . T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n I v i s i t e d w a s u p s e t , h o p i n g d i s t r i c t l e a d e r s h i pw o u l d t a k e a d i f f e r e n t a p p r o a c h t o t h e i s s u e s a t h a n d . I t h o u g h t I w a s p r e p a r e d f o r t h e m e e t i n g . I w a s n o t p r e p a r e d ,t h o u g h , f o r t h e v e r b a l v i o l e n c e l e v e l e d a t m e b y o n e i n d i v i d u a l . I n s t i n c t i v e l y , I w a n t e d t o r e s p o n d i n k i n d . A l t e r n a =t i v e l y , a l t h o u g h l i t e r a l l y a n d p h y s i c a l l y t r e m b l i n g , I r e s p o n d e d w i t h k i n d w o r d s a n d a n o n = a n x i o u s d e m e a n o r .A s y o u ’ v e l i k e l y n o t e d f r o m t h e e a r l i e r s t o r y a b o u t m y e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e y o u t h g r o u p , I d o n ’ t a l w a y s g e t i tr i g h t . W h e n I d o n ’ t , I o w n t h e e r r o r o f m y w a y s . W h e n I f e e l a s t h o u g h I ’ v e g o t i t r i g h t , t h e i m p a c t i s m u c h m o r ep o s i t i v e .I n t h i s i n s t a n c e , t h e d i s t a n c e d r e l a t i o n s h i p o f t h a t c o n g r e g a t i o n t o t h e d i s t r i c t b e g a n t o s t r e n g t h e n .T h e r i g h t h a n d o f t h e L o r d s h a t t e r s t h e e n e m y w h e n w e p r a c t i c e a n o t h e r w a y o f b e i n g , a n o t h e r w a y o f l i v i n g . N o tw i t h v i o l e n c e , b u t w i t h c o m p a s s i o n a t e u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d l o v e .E x a m p l e s s u c h a s I ’ v e j u s t s h a r e d a r e n o t t h e e x c e p t i o n , a n d a r e a b u n d a n t , b u t w e t e n d t o e l e v a t e t h e s t o r i e s o fv i o l e n c e . I n o r d e r , t h e n , t o g i v e w i t n e s s t o n o n = v i o l e n t m e t h o d s o f b u i l d i n g c o m m u n i t y , W i l l y o u , w i t h m e , s t r i v et o a d v a n c e t h e s t o r i e s t h a t r a i s e u p a n o t h e r w a y o f b e i n g , a n o t h e r w a y o f l i v i n g ? W i l l y o u , w i t h m e , s t r i v e t o s h a t =t e r t h e e n e m y , n o t w i t h v i o l e n c e , b u t w i t h c o m p a s s i o n a n d l o v e ? W i l l y o u , w i t h m e , h e l p t o u n d o t h e c h a i n s o fv i o l e n c e t h a t h o l d u s a n d t h i s w o r l d c a p t i v e f r o m e n j o y i n g t h e f r e e d o m o f G o d ’ s l o v e a n d g r a c e a n d m e r c y a n dj u s t i c e ? W i l l y o u , w i t h m e , h e l p t o m a k e t h i s “ w a y o f b e i n g ” a t t r a c t i v e t o a w o r l d s o d e s p e r a t e f o r a n o t h e r w a y ?A m e n .B o o k s c i t e dT h e R i g h t e o u s M i n d : W h y G o o d P e o p l e a r e D i v i d e d b y P o l i t i c s a n d R e l i g i o n b y J o n a t h a n H a i d tS w i t c h : H o w t o C h a n g e T h i n g s W h e n C h a n g e i s H a r d b y C h i p H e a t h a n d D a n H e a t hA G i f t o f L o v e : S e r m o n s f r o m S t r e n g t h t o L o v e a n d O t h e r P r e a c h i n g s b y T h e R e v e r e n d D r . M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g ,J r .T h e M o c k i n g b i r d P a r a b l e s : T r a n s f o r m i n g L i v e s T h r o u g h t h e P o w e r o f S t o r y b y M a t t L i t t o n
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P h o t o s f r o mA n n u a l A s s e m b l y2 0 1 8T o p l e f t R e v . K e v i n K e s �s l e r a c c e p t s t h e D o nM a s o n E c u m e n i c a lA w a r d o n b e h a l f o f t h eC a n t o n A r e a M i n i s t e r i a lA l l i a n c e , f r o m R e v . G a r yM c C a n t s . T o p r i g h t , R e v .W a l t e r C a r l s o n e n d s o ft h e A s s e m b l y l e a d i n g as o n g . A b o v e , R e v . G a r yM c C a n t s m o d e r a t e s t h eF o r u m w i t h F r . R i c h a r dC h i o l a a n d P r o f . B r i a nG a i n e s .
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